	Hey Everybody this is Jonathan here. Is it just me or is everybody tired of hearing stories about people starting to make their Colt/Mirage all wheel drive and never finishing or abandoning the project. I work here at M&S Recycling in Rancho Cordova ( near Sacramento) California.. as some of you know we have a HUGE inventory of used Mitsu parts. I have been building and racing AWD DSM's for about 8 years now, about two years ago I was approached by Robert (the owner of M&S) to come to work for him building cars and engines. Robert is also a huge Mitsu fan himself so he was always having me build project cars to take out to the track and to sell as fast reliable drivers for anybody who wanted one but did not have the skill to build one themselves. So about a year ago we acquired a very clean red 89' Colt Turbo from So. Cal, It had a bad engine. So naturally I found a clean low millage 4G63t out of a wrecked Laser and dropped it in, with a Big 16G turbo, HKS 264 degree camshafts, 550cc injectors, Walbro 255 fuel pump, 3"exhaust, S-AFC, VPC, and a bunch of other goodies, I have never built a FWD car and once I got it all tuned in it put down 365hp @20psi at the tires which I expected. but with only the front wheels driving the wheel spin was unreal!!! the car runs 12.30-12.4'0s at 116-118 Mph (traction limited!!!) Now on to the good stuff, last Friday I was pulling a rear sub frame off of a 92' AWD Talon and I started thinking about the Colt's traction issues, So I put the Colt on my lift and started measuring, hey!!! I can make this work!! So I pulled the entire rear suspension off as well as the fuel tank, cut off the pan hard mount as well as the fuel tank mounting stud brackets and lowered the car onto the AWD Talon sub frame, it sat up in there pretty good!!!. Today I am pulling the engine to build the new cross members/ front and rear engine mounts for the AWD Trans/Transfer Case. I figured it will be best to work from the front to back since the engine/trans are fixed in position. I will keep posting pictures here on this page as well as a new write for each stage of the build up. I am going to try and use as many stock Mitsubishi parts as possible to simplify the process and to make it possible for others to duplicate what I have done, using readily available wrecking yard parts. Feel free to email me directly here at jonathan@msrecycling.com for any questions or comments.

Thanks,
Jonathan Reimer
M&S Recycling 
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	10/30/03 The last couple of days I have been busy with some other things but I did get to spend some time on it today. I stripped down a core 4g63 block and a 90' AWD Transmission and transfer case . I did this for the mock up of the engine mounts and front cross members (and to save my back). As you can see in the pictures the transfer case fits in there pretty nice, it is over to the passenger side a little more than I would like but I guess that is why drive shafts have u-joints. The factory sway bar hoops over the tail shaft of the transfer case like if was supposed to be there, NICE!!! Everything is going good so far, no big interference problems yet... but it looks like everything should go as planned. Check back soon for more pictures and updates 

Thanks,
Jonathan Reimer
M&S Recycling 
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	Oh man!!... whole lot a cutting going on today. nothing like melted under coating dripping down your neck!!! AAAHHHHHH!!!!! 
I got the rear tub cut out and I finished cutting off the stock trailing arm mounting points. Once I cut the brackets off I could get to the spot welds to drill them out. Now I have nice clean frame rails to work with. In the pictures you can see the rear spare tire tub sitting on the ground next to all of the other scraps I cut off of the stock trailing arm mounting points. That's yours truly in the rear section of the car drilling out more spot welds....I feel like a body man!!!! I am moving the car over to my shop for the weekend to continue to working on the front mounts and to finish up a few other little things. 

Thanks,
Jonathan Reimer
M&S Recycling 
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Friday 11/7/03 
After I moved the Colt over to my shop I finished up the front engine mount/cross member I built it out of 1/4" plate steel and 2"X2" .120 wall box tube steel as you can see in the pictures it is a completely bolt on piece, I am waiting for my prothane mounts to come in so I can finish up the rear mount. And yes that a EVO VII ( the Boss man's) in the back ground on that one picture, I am waiting on an ECU patch harness from www.buschurracing.com so I can start doing some AFC tuning on it. 

Thanks,
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Its been about three weeks since I have even touched the Colt, not good. I was mostly waiting on the pro thane motor mount inserts. Once I got them in I was welding in about 15 minutes!! we also got a few down pipes from www.buschurracing.com for our EVO's... nice pieces. 
As you can see in the pics the finished front and rear engine cross members as well as the weld in mounting brackets for the rear X member. You think I will need a strut tower bar with these things installed!!! No way!! A little Over kill but better too stiff than not stiff enough... remember big horsepower plus AWD launches = whole lot O flexing! Yea it will transmit ALOT of engine vibration into the car but oh well its a Colt not a Caddy!!! that rear engine mount bracket that bolts to the block is the stock Turbo Colt piece just flipped up side down to clear the Transfer case and the steering rack. With those mounts there is really no margin for error, if you get one hole off a bit there is very little those mounts will flex. There is another pic of me in there also, you know I had to get the old standing in the engine bay shot in there!! Rock on!!
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	Its been REALLY slow here at the shop so I have been able to put in a few 8 hour days on the Ol' Colt. Front end cross members are done and painted,One thing I noticed when I had my Talon was that the rear "Boomerang" lookin' diff bracket was kind of floppy so this time around I welded on a few pieces of 3/4"X1/8" angle stock...MUCH better nice and stiff. So I finished up the rear end mounting points and am now going to finish up with the struts which are the stock Colt turbo parts with the bottom bushings replaced with the ones from a AWD Talon. Once I get some wheels bolted up I will be able to set the ride height with some Ground Control coil overs. Tomorrow I am going to work on the drive shaft and cut a little out of the rear tunnel for clearance, only about a inch or so. Getting that rear end in there straight was a little pain but its arrow straight now....I can't wait to see the look on the guys face at the alignment shop when he puts in the VIN and it comes up FWD!! HAHA 

Thanks,
Jonathan Reimer
M&S Recycling 
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I finally got the wheels bolted up today, I swapped out the Eclipse 5 lug hubs for the Galant VR-4 4 lug hubs so I can run the stock little 14" Colt alloy wheels, as you can see they fit in there perfect I might decide to lower it just a bit so it is level with the front end. 
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Here are the finished front mounting points for the rear end, all boxed in, welded and seam sealed ready for under coating , looks stock eh' thats what I am shooting for. 
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